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1 See 18 of the . 

State of DUNKIRK, and 
-- Negoctations relating 
thereto. Ina Letter from 
a Member of Parliament, 
to the Mayor of the Bo- 
roug / or which He Serves. 


HE Affair of Dimkirk ning 
lately made ſo great a Noiſe 
in the World, I thought it would be 
| ſome alem to you to have an 
Account of it from the Hand of one, 
whom I hope you will ever find as 
faithful and impartial in what he 
relates, as in the Execution of the 
A 2 great 


ts). 


great Truſt you have repoled = 41 
— 2 : 
I always endeavour as much as -I ; 
ean to diveſt myſelf of Prejudice in 
my Way of thinking, and am ſure 
Iwill 9 leaſt ſo far diveſt myſelf 
of it in my Way of writing, as to 
avoid all perſonal Reflections what. 
ever, and all that faſhionable Ribal- ; 
dry, with which thoſe Authors ſea- 
ſon their inſipid Performances, Who 
have no other Way of giving them 
a Reliſh, but trying to hit the Taſte 
of the Malevolent, when they de- 
ſpair of vitiating that of the Reaſo- 
nable; and are always endeavour- 
ing to conceal the Weakneſs of Ar- 
gument upon general Tranſactions, 
under the Strength of perſonal In- 


vectives againſt the particular Tranſ- 
1 . | Fx 

1 
1. wal let you know, Sir, in as „ 

* Words, as with Clearneis I can 4 


Con- 
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contrive, the Steps by which this 
Harbour of Dunkirk came to be in a 
andren to be complain d of. 


In the Year 1718, the Inhabitants 
open da Ser upon the Canal of 


Furnes, in order to bring freſh Wa- 
ter to cleanſe the Town. Nor was 
this the leaſt Infraction (as has been 
ſuggeſted) of the Treaty, of {trecht 3 

the late Queen having given Leave, 


upon Remonſtrances made to Her, 


that this ſhould be done, in order to 
purify the Town of that noxious 


Stench, and collected Filth, which, 


without this Relief, it was repreſen- 


ted to Her, would make the Town 


-uninhabitable. 


In the Year 1920, the great Ba- 
tardeau or Dam at the Mouth of the 
Harbour, was by a violent Storm, 
andthe Force of a very high and ex- 


traordinary Tide, broken down and 


waſh'd . by which Means the. 
+ | Sands 


(69). 

Sands and Rubbiſh | that before 
choak'd up the Port, were, by little 
and 1 in Seven Years Time, ſo 
opened by the Water from the Sluice 
of Furnes, and the Canal of Mardi, 
that the Channel again became pra- 
cticable to little Veſſels. The In- 
habitants taking Advantage of this 
Accident, began in 1727 to work 
at their own Expence, in order to 
5 this Channel, and reſtore, if 
to al the Advantages of its "einer 
ade. 

Ass ſoon as the En 10 Miniſters 
had Intelligence of 1 Underta- 
king, ( which I muſt remark to you 
was. as ſoon as ever it began) They, 
in Concert with the States General, 
(who are by amutual Intereſt e 2 
ly concern d with us in this Affair 
dent Commiſſaries forthwith to 15 
vey and * theſe Works ; and 


upon : 


(7) 


upon the Reports of thoſe Com- 
miſſaries; Application was immedi- 
ately made to the Court of France, 
not only to put a Stop to what was 
doing there contrary to Treaties 
ſubſiſting between the Three States, 


but alſo to procure Orders that what 
was already done, — be un- 


done. 


thai whole Series of the Nego- 

ciation, but let you know in 
ſhort, that, after the Memorials 
preſented by the Engliſb Miniſters 
upon the Report of the Engineers 
on our Part, gp anfwer'd by. the 
French Miniſters upon the Report 
of the Engineers on theirs, ſatisfac- 
tory Promiſes of the moſt ample 
Redreſs were obtain d; and all that 
was deſired by the Court of France, 
was, that thoſe Promiſes might be 


f gradually perform d, and without 


Eclat, 


I will de einde vn SY 
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(8) 


Eclat that the common Enemies 
of France and England might not 
protract the Negociations then on 
Foot, at the Congreſs at Sviſſons; 
for a General Pacification in Europe; 
. nor poſtpone the Concluſion of a 
Teeaty, upon the Hopes of any 
Miſunderſtanding or Jralouly ari- 
g between Two Powers, whom 
diſunited, they might loser tobafile, 
and with whom; they knew . 
ſbould be obliged. = comply, if 
thoſe Powers continued to act in 
Ami ity. 'and Conjunction. Donn 
And though it has been info 
Shaved by ſo , that this Anſwer 
Was only given t to amuſe, quiet, and 
deceive, and that Nothing purſu- 
ant to it was ever done, yet it 
does appear, that immediately af- 
ter theſe, Aſſurances were given, 
Orders were ſent to Dunkirk. by. the 


Court of France, to ſtop all. Pro- 
ceedings 


BET 


(9) 
ceedings there contrary to Treaties; 
and purſuant to thoſe Orders, the 
W ork on the iJettees, which Coll. 


Armſtrong, our Engineer and Com- 
2 miſlary, reported to be the only 


material Work then carrying on, 


was forthwith protybited- and ſuſ- 
E 
When this Affair came before the 


\Parkamivt,- the Hope of keeping 
it a Secret to the reſt of Europe that 


: Complaint had been made by Eng- 
land to the Court of Frauce, upon the 
Chapter of Dunkirk, was quite out 
f Doors; and as the Treaty of 
Seville was now concluded, the chief 
Reaſon for keeping that Secret was 
'likewiſe removed: As therefore 
the Complaint was pu blick, France 
deſired the Readineſs they had 
ſhown in admitting that contin 


and doing g Juſtice to the Grievances 


it ſet forth might be publick too. 


B Accordingly 
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(ro) 

AKecordingly a Copy of the Or- 
der ſigu d by the King of France, for 
immediately .demoliſhing all Works 
Whatever, erected or ſet on foot at 
Dun ir contrary to Treaties, was 
tranſmitted hither; and Leave at 
the ſame Time was granted to the 
King of England, to appoint whom- 
ever He thought fit, to attend there, 
and ſee theſe: Orders . and | 
— 1151 207 07 397598 f 
Vet notwithftanding hh Lhave 
told you, Sir, I find by all J have 
bren able to allot; from connec- 
ting the Viva-Voce Evidence with 
the written Series of Negociation, 
and from comparing all that has 
been faid in publick and private, in 
Debate and Converſation on both 
„Sides, that there are two very ma- 
terial Points in which I differ widely 
from hat thoſe Malecontents, who 
are moſt clamorous upon this Occa- _ 

r ſion, 


- - 


(n) 


ſion, pretend to believe and ſuggeſt, 


The one is with Regard to their 


ſuppoſing what has been done at 


N Dunkirk, to have been by the Autho- 
rity and Direction of the French 


Court; the other is, the Inference 


they would draw- even from their 
own Suppohtion. 

For allowing: che Harboub of, Dus 
liv, according to the ſtrongeſt Re- 
ports, to be in the Condition we 
ſhould moſt diſlike, and ſu ppofing, 
what I can never allow, that it had 
been put into that Condition in the 
Manner they would inſinuate; 1 
ſhould ſtill be of Opinion, that the 
Engliſb Negociators had through 
the whole Courſe of this Tranſition, 
taken the propereſt Methods to pre- 


vent the farther Progreſs of what was 


doing there, and apply d the proper- 
eſt Remedies to fruſtrate e what was 
already done. 1 


ww 
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{12) 


Their 8 their — 
their Negligence, their Inability, and 
the reſt of thoſe general ſynonimous 
Terms, thrown out to reflect upon 
their Conduct, are I own far from 
convincing me that it has been faulty 
in any one Point. I would fain ask 
thoſe who are warmeſt to ſu ppreſs 
this Undertaking, (if there can be a- 
ny in a National View warmer than 
another) what different Steps they 
would have had purſued, and the 
Sott of Earneſtneſs, Vigor, and Dili- 
gence, which they would have ſnown 
if the Negociation had been 1 in their 
Hands. 
- Suppoſing (for the Sake of Pan 
ment) that theſe Works had been 


perform'd by the avow'd Direction 
of the Court of France, and in mani- 
ſeſt Violation of the Treaty « of Utrecht, 
which is a Suppoſition ſo far from 
Truth, that Nothing could induce 


me KO 1 * it, but to put that 
Ob- 


(13 
Objection in the ſtro ngeſt light, which 
even then Tthiok it £ ſo — to obvi- 
ate. If this had been Fine 44 would 
theſe Anti- Miniſters not have thought 
it prudent for Eng {and to remonſtrate 
firſt 1 to France? 


In the Situation we then were, in ac- 


tual War with Spain, and a War im- 
pending with the b Emperour, would 
they have taken it with a higher 
Hand ? have broken at once with 
France, and in a warlike Don Quixote 


Flight of Heroiſm, fitted out a Fleet, 


_ imbark'd an Army, razed the Houſes 


of Dunkirk, and block d up the Port 


| with the Ruins of the City: 


If this is the Part nN — 


0 have acted, I muſt own I am glad 
We are notcommitted to the Care of 
ſuch Touchivoud Geniuſes, who are ſo 
apt to take Fire on the leaſt Spark, 
and oftner conſume themſelves than 
their Adverſaries, in the Flame they 


raiſe. 2 Should 


\ 


(14) 

Should our Miniſters, whilſt the 
while Nation was crying out for 
Peace, complaining of Taxes, the 
Suſpenſion of our Commerce, and 
all the other Burdens of War, inſtead 
of extinguiſhing that War, have 

kindled a new one; inſtead of re- 
dreſſing thoſe Grievances, have ad- 
ded to their Weight; put all Europe 
in Confuſion, and broke the Peace 
with that very Power by whoſe Aſ- 
ſiſtance they were then endeavour- 

ing to obtain it with another; in 
what © worſe Situation could ie 
greateſt Enemies to 1 have de- 
ſired to ſee England? What more 
could & pain and the Emperour have 

wiſh d, than that their common Ad- 
verſaries ſhould by quarelling with 
one another, weaken an Alliance, 
which without the Folly of ſuch a 
Piece EF Conduct, muſt reſtrain the 
hs Unquiet 


(15) 
Unquiet and give Peace to Europe. If 
the Adminiſtration had brought us 
into this State, and defeated, in- 
ſtead of anſwering our Hopes of 
a Peace, they would indeed have o- 
pen d a wide Field for Clamour, 
and given a Handle for Cenſure; 
which, in my Opinion, can never 
nw be found by any who are in- 
clined to judge by Reaſon, or to de- 
cide with Candou. 
It has been much e 
2 that from the Behaviour of England 
in this Affair, France muſt imagine 
we were diſpoſed tamely to bear 
any Inſult . thought fit to offer 
to our Honour, or any Blow aim d 
at the moſt ſenſible Part of our Inte- 
reſt. But from what Branch of our 
Conduqt is this Concluſion drawn? 
Do theſe fair and able Commen- 
tators infer from | England's objec- 
ting 


1 C16 )- 
tang to this Undertaking, that we 
deſigned to acquieſce under it 3? 
Or · kat the Orders given by France 
tro ſuppreſs — — was a 
Mark of their being of that Opi- 
mien, and deſigning to compleat 

it? Are the repeated Inſtances 
made "to France, inſiſting on Ad- 
-herence to their Treaties, a Sign 
that we-ſintend to wink at any 
Infringement of them? Or canↄit 
be ſaid, that a prefent Promiſe 
2 „Gbſerve 1thoſe Treaties, im- 
a future actual Breach of them 
5 their Part? Whence then theſe 
Surmiſes? Where is the Defect in 
the Condutt of this Negociation, 
and r faibd 
-6f Succeſs? In my Opinion, ob- 
ecxing to this Egoceeding-at! Dun- 
Hit, was a much more proper 
ee of our Diflike than Reſent- 


Ls | ment 


(17) 
ment would have been ; and I had 
much rather ſee this Work demo- 
liſh d by French Hands, at French 
Expence, and overlooked by an 
Engliſh Engineer, than by. Engliſh 
Hands, at "Engliſh Expence, and 
overlooked by an Engliſh Admiral. 

I know it Has been thrown out, 
that "French, like Punic Faith, has 
been branded to a Proverb; and 
that the faireſt Promiſes FO thoſe 
who have onee violated their W. ord, 
are never to be relied upon. But 
I would have thoſe who are tender 
of the Honour of England,- - take care 
of” propogating that Doctrine, and 
puſhitig that Maxim too far; for 
ſhould it be a general received O- 
pinion, that all Princes are to be 
looked upon in the Light of their 


Predeceſſors, and the ſame Treat- 


mentt to be expected at their Hands; 
1 C | 


kew | 


(48). 


FR could England, after making 
the Treaty of Utrecht, ever dethought 
capable of adhering, to any? Or 
that we would not depart from any 
Alliances; for our Intereſt, when We 
could ſo infamoully violate thoſe in 
which we were then engaged, | even 
without that Indu cement? 
If what has been laid to the 
Charge of France upon this  Qcca- 
ſion had proved true; that whilſt 
they were . to eſpouſe and 
promote your Intereſt one Way, 
they were attempting to underminę 
and ſubyert it another ; that whilſt 
they e to aſſiſt you at Se- 
ville, they were endeavouring to 
wound you at Dunkirk ; ; and that 
whilſt you were obſerving your 
Alliances inviolably with them, 
they were breaking their Faith 
vith: vou; I ſhould Join. with that 
Demoſthenes, 


* — 


(19) 
beer, Whoever he is, who is 
Rronpeſt in his Invectives, and moſt 
eloquent in Pbilipic Oratory, to ex- 
claim againſt the Conduct of France, 
and ſay that as the Baſeneſs, the 
Treachery of ſuch a Behaviour 
would agravate the Offence on their 
Part, ſo would it add to the Juſt- 
neſs of Complaint on yours. 
But ſinee it comes out, that this 
155 not the Caſe; that theſe Works 
at "Dunkirk were neither ſet on 
foot by the Direction, nor car- 
ried on by the Encouragement of 
the French Court; that they do 
not only difavow the Undertaking, 
but have given Orders in: the moſt 
effectual Manner, in the Manner 
Eng land itſelf would preſcribe, that 
what has been done there ſhall be 
undone; and that a Commiſſary 
of your own ſhall ſee thoſe Or- 
C 2 © . ders 


(26) 


ders performed ; how abſurd muſt 
it pO.” the Doctrine of thoſe, 
who would have riſqued the num 
berleſs Inconveniencies, and Expo- 
ſed. you, to the whole Train of 
Erde conſequent toa Rupture, to 
gain that which it is found was 
attainable by a bare Memorial ; 
the Reports not only of the Ber, 
but the Hug! iſh Engineers, that that 
very Ru pture would tend more 
efleQually to enable France in the 
Space of three Months, openly to 
perform, and afterward avowedly 
to maintain that very Work, which 
it Was the ſole Euſineſs of Eng land 
to, prevent or aboliſh. " Te, Oo. 
For theſe Reaſons therefore, 8 r, 
and. : becauſe cannot give into 
ſuch Innovations, in Politicks as 


che Crizicks of chis "Year have la- 
| bour'd 


*# 44 
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(21) 


| bour'd to introduce, and pronounce 
Peace detrimental to this Kingdom; 
I cannot help thinking the Mea- 
ſures taken by the Government 
have been prudent and proper Mea- 
ſures, as the Event has anſwered 
the Deſign, and as they were foun- 
ded. on what I think the moſt 
ſalutary Maxim for an - Eng/iſh 
Miniſter, which is, that Violence 
ought never to be tried to gain 
the moſt Favourite Point, till Ne- 
gociation has firſt proved inef- 
Eatual. „„ 
I promiſed to avoid all perſonal 
Reflections, and will therefore not 
expatiate on the Manner of uſher- 
ing this Complaint into Publick, on 
the Clamour ſo induſtriouſly ſown, 
and fomented at once throughout 
the whole Kingdom; or on the 
invidious Exageration of a Fact, ex- 
ö h: bited 
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"OY 


racher 
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own.into the Minds of the People 
upon this Occaſion, till it could be 
cleared to the World how far theſe 
Rumours tally d with Truth; and 
how little the Vigilance of the Go. 
verament, and the Regard they had 
ſhown to all Circumſtarices in this 
nice Negociation, deſerved an Im- 
putation fo induſtriouſly propaga- 
ted, ſo unfairly ſtared, and ſo ill 


* . : 


- « 


The Apprehenfions-L have of be- 


1 . 
> 4 


Word, will prevent my ſaying any 
Thing more on this Head, than to 
ask any cool unprejudiced — 

LI 1 a 1 


Lag 
if diſtreſſing the Adminiſtration, or 
benefiting England, if private Enmi- 
ty, or publick Welfare, was moſt 
likely to be the Spring on which 
their Conduct moved, who at this 
Juncture, were for irritating France 
with a National Reproach; of ha- 

ving broken their Treaties and their 
Faith, even at that very Time, 
when it appears, by the Order an- 
nexed to this Letter, that what theſe 
Patriots pretended; only to deſite and 
contend: for, France had already grans 
ted: and complied Micha 181. 149 
I fhall reſt ic here, and will only 
add one Ward; more withcregar, 


to 
the Miniſter who has been chiefly 
concerned. tt this Negociation 3 
whole, private Character is ſo amis 
able, and whoſe publick one fo 
blameleſs, that thoſe who fo the 
greateſt Eagerneſs to attack him, 
| | have 


624) 


have never been able in their bit- 


tereſt Reproaches, and moſt viru- 
lent Reflections, to do any Thing 
more than poorly to ridicule what 
could not argumentatively con- 
n; and inſtead of alledging, 
chat his Head wanted Judgment, or 
his Heart Integrity, have been re- 
duced to the low Criticiſms of his 
Coat wanting Lace, and his Perri- 
wig Powder: As if abe World muſt 
conclude, that the King had no 
Skill in the Choice of a Miniſter, be- 
cauſe that Miniſter has no Taſte in 

the Choice of a Taylor and Valet 
de Chambre; or 4 he had leſs 
Diſcernment into the Policy, and 
leſs Intereſt with the Superiors of 2 
Court, where he has ſo long reſided, 
| becauſe he has not by his Reſidence 
chere, made che fame Proficiency | 
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| By the KING. 


HE Sieur B/andiniere, Cap- 
tain of His Majeſty's Ships, 
is ordered to repair immediatly to 
the Port of Dunkirk, there to draw 
up an exact State of the preſent 
Condition of the Chenal and Port 
of the ſaid Town, and to make his 
Report thereof. His Majeſty en- 
joins the ſaid Sieur Blandiniere to 
cauſe to be demoliſhd all the 
Works that may have been erect- 
ed in Contravention to the Trea- 
ty of Utrecht, and of the Hague, 

Copy whereof he will find hereunto 
annex'd. His Majeſty commands 
and orders the Governor, Com- 
mandant of the Place, the Inten- 
1 dants, 


(af 


dants, Engineers, and all other His 


Officers and Suhjects, to give all 


the neceſſary Aſſiſtance in the Exe- 


cution of the preſent Order, in cal 
of Need. Done at Perſailles the 
27th of February, 1730. 


Signed L E NIS. 


And underneath Phe. Y peaux. 
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